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HE, BEING DEAD, YET SPEAKETH 

Reading the Bible affords pleasure that cannot be derived 
‘rom the perusal of any other book. The moral and intellectual 
life is strengthened by daily contact with the ideas that are 
‘ound in this wonderful Book. There the human mind is brought 
nto relation and harmony with the Divine Being. It is a com- 
mon saying that everything worth knowing is found in the Bible. 
rhe Christian knows that its Author is God, its end is salvation 
through Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and 
that it contains all the revelation of God. There is no other 
hook like it. It is an historical fact that the Roman Catholic 
Church is the only organized body in Christendom that has 
nanifested opposition to the reading of the Bible. This seems 
trange, for the Church of Rome claims to be founded on 
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the Bible, and yet it does not.give its people the opportunity 
of reading the book that is a lamp unto the feet and a light 
unto the path of every human being that seeks inspiration and 
help for a better life. The reason why the Roman Church ob- 
jects to the general reading of the Bible is simply because the 
people would learn what Almighty God has done for them as 
for other Christians, and such knowledge would enable them to 
dispense with the services of the priests in saving their souls. 
One who reads the Bible regularly and prayerfully will not 
close the Holy Book and kneel down to a priest to confess 
the sins that are known only to God, or bow in worship before 
a statue or an image to reach the Throne of Grace. “Behold, 
the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither 
is His ear heavy that it cannot hear.” The religion of really 
Christian people is all to be found in the Bible. 


James A. O’Connor. 
a 


Japanese Protestants and Martin Luther 

In the Philadelphia “Public Ledger,” Dec. 19, 1917, appeared 
a communication from an Associated Press correspondent in 
Tokio, dated Nov. 30, in which he said: 

“Japanese Christians of the various Protestant bodies cele- 
brated the 400th anniversary of the day on which Martin Luther 
nailed his theses to the church door in Wittenberg by protesting 
against the Government’s policy of compelling participation in 
Shinto rites. The day being also the Emperor’s official birth- 
day gave a natural opportunity to express, first of all, the pa- 
triotic and faithful devotion of the Christian body to the Imperial 
House. A declaration read by the Rev. Danji Ebana, who rep- 
resents the radical wing of the Congregationalists, contained one 
article reading: 

““Freedom of religious belief is guaranteed to us by the 
constitution of our empire. We should exert ourselves in order 
to bring about a perfect realization of our rights under this 
provision. Consequently, the performances and events con- 
nected recently with shrines, the relation between those shrines 
and the national education, the many practises carried on in 
towns and villages, all of which are more or less coercive in 
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nature, must be viewed as infringements of the freedom of 
religious belief. We believe it to be the duty of the public- 
spirited men of our empire to correct these evils and to seek to 
bring about a more perfect realization of right and justice.’ 

“This action on the part of Protestant Christians in Japan 
had been precipitated by the transference of the Government’s 
Department of Religion from the Home Department to the 
Department of Education.” 


THE BROOKLYN “EAGLE” CLIMBS DOWN 


It behooves us to be always on the alert. We must expose the calumnies 
and innuendoes. Publicity ig the cure. Catholics will not support a newspaper 
or magazine which misrepresents or defames them. There is nothing so sen- 
sitive as the money drawer,”’—The “Newark Monitor,” quoted in Milwaukee 
“Catholic Citizen,” May 6, 1918. aa 


The Brooklyn Tablet of April 20, 1918, contained in “The 
Catholic Pulse” department a contribution by “Valerian,” which 
began thus: 


Last week, in common with countless Catholics, we noticed 
the publication in the Brooklyn Eagle of a-.nasty and bigoted 
sermon by Dr. Bailey, pastor of the Prospect Heights Presby- 
terian Church. We were indignant with the stupid viewpoint of 


the minister and likewise angry that a paper so well edited other- 
wise like the Eagle should have permitted the publication of a 
sermon that insulted the tenderest convictions of every Catholic 
in our diocese. A good friend of ours sent the Pulse comment 
with a letter to Mr. H. F. Gunnison, the business manager of the 
Eagle, asking him why his paper tolerated such out-of-date and 
narrow ranting in its columns. 


And it ended thus: 


The manly protest of Mr. McGrane called the attention of 
the broad-minded Mr. Gunnison to the unpleasant sensation of 
buying a Brooklyn paper which when read hurls spleen and 
contempt on one’s most cherished religious convictions. The 
response is an honest statement of regret and reflects credit 
upon the writer. We shall keep an “eagle eye” open upon sub- 
sequent issues of the religious page and will be glad to note the 
good effects of Mr. Gunnison’s advice. (Italics ours.) 


‘ 


It may be noted, in passing, that no suggestion is made that 
any of Dr. Bailey’s statements were not true, or were even dis- 
tortions or misrepresentations. Nor is there any reference to the 
|-ditor-in-chief, usually a rather important person in a newspaper 
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office. If, too, we are to accept “Valerian’s” assertions at their 
face value a rather curious light is thrown on the nature of “the 
tenderest convictions of every Catholic in our diocese.” But of 
that anon. Here is the letter written by the Eagle’s business 
manager (italics ours) : 


Dear Mr. McGrane: 


When my attention was called to the sermon by Dr. Bailey, 
published in the Eagle, containing the reference to the Catholic 
Church, I can assure you I was very much displeased with its 
publication in the paper, and I so informed Colonel Sellers, re- 
ligious editor of the Eagle. Colonel Sellers defended the pub- 
lication of the article on the ground that it was a sermon preached 
by Dr. Bailey to his congregation and sent to us under his own 
name and that since the Eagle made no editorial comment, simply 
printing another man’s opinion, the paper was blameless. 

Personally I don’t agree with the religious editor in his notion 
about news and I can appreciate your feeling in the matter. I 
also know that Colonel Sellers permitted the paragraphs to go 
through in the sermon without bigotry or malice, for when I 
read them over to him he admitted that it would have been bet- 
ter to have eliminated them, regretted their publication and ac- 
knowledged that he should have edited that sermon more care- 
fully. This plan, he says, he shall certainly follow in the future. 

You know I have the greatest respect for the ceremonies of 
the Catholic Church and appreciate the great force for good the 
sacraments of the Church have been in this world, particularly 
the confessional, and I am surprised at this late day and in this 
enlightened time that a minister should be guilty of such sug- 
gestions as are contained in that sermon by Dr. Bailey. 

I want you to understand that I am strongly opposed to the 
publication of attacks on any religious denomination and I made 
this clear to the news department to-day on receipt of your letter. 

The Eagle should not be blamed for not carrying more Catho 
lic sermons. We try very hard to get them, but with little 
success. 

I thank you for the interest you have shown in the regret- 
table incident and I want to assure you that the conference to-day 
with both Colonel Sellers and the news editors will result in a 
more careful examination of sermons in the future, so as to 
avoid a repetition of the Bailey occurrence. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. F. Gunnison. 

The sermon complained of was published in the Eagle of 


April 8, among other sermons, various discourses of different 
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preachers forming a regular feature of the Monday issue. Dr. 
Bailey’s sermon was entitled, “Protestant, Catholic, Jewish Uni- 
and the text was, “That they all may be one” (John 


’ 


fication,’ 
xvii, 21). 

After referring to points of similarity between the three 
bodies Dr. Bailey said, in part, with regard to the Roman Church: 


The fundamental difference [between Protestantism and 
Catholicism] is administrative. Protestantism is the mother of 
democracy; Catholicism is the defender of autocracy. This is 
the point of divergence between the two systems. The Catholic 
Church is the most autocratic government on earth. The Prot- 
estants teach that all men are born free and equal, while the 
Catholic Church subjects the majority of men to the rule of 
Pope, cardinals, bishops and priests. Protestants see no differ- 
erence between a Kaiser claiming a divine right to rule and a 
Pope setting up the same claim. This is the issue in a nutshell. 
\ Protestant sees no difference between a Kaiser aiming at a 
vorld empire over which he is supreme and a Pope seeking world 
dominion. Our American Catholics should give serious con- 
sideration to this feature. It is not bigotry that makes Prot- 
stants fear the Catholic Church! It is the Catholic practice of 
utocracy in the midst of our American democracy which is dis- 
concerting. It is not a questioning of the patriotism of thou- 
ands of Catholics to call attention to this anomaly; they show 
heir patriotism by rising above their system; but why adhere 

) an antiquated system, which disturbs the peace of the whole 
orld? Why continue an autocracy when the major part of the 
orld is fighting for the realization of universal democracy ? * * * 


First—The Pope is the first obstacle to unity. He claims to 
be the vicar of Christ, to stand in place of the Lord over the 
eople, to have a divine mandate to rule the world, to hold in 
1is power both the temporal and spiritual supremacy of the 
vorld, to be answerable to no man or body of men, to hold his 
commission from God. His followers acquiesce.in these mon- 
strous claims, and put their lives in complete subjection to his 
vill; they become his willing servants to carry out his decrees; 
they put this obligation above every other consideration; they 
confess their sins to him or his subordinates, and receive abso- 
lution from him. Such is the first and most fundamental fea- 
ture of the system. A more autocratic government does not exist 
on earth. So far as appearances indicate, American Catholics 
ire subservient to this claim of the Pope, and are pledged to do 
heir part in promoting the authority of this autocrat. In pro- 
ortion as they are truly subservient to the Pope and his claims, 
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they cannot be true Americans and be loyal to American democ- 
racy. This situation is startling; it is alarming to non-Catholic 
Americans, and the country is continually disturbed by these con- 
flicting interests. This does not mean that there are no Catho- 
lics who are loyal to our country and its interests; on the con- 
trary, there are many who are loyal, who place their citizenship 
above their allegiance to the Pope; but they are loyal in spite of 
this drawback. But why is it necessary to continue such an 
anomaly? If American Catholics would become independent of 
the Pope and have an American Catholic Church, it would sim- 
plify the task of producing harmonious action in behalf of world- 
democracy, world-freedom. * * * 


Second—To make Catholicism thoroughly democratic it 
would not only be necessary to become independent of the Pope, 
but the whole organization should be democratized. An Ameri- 
can cardinal owing his elevation to an autocrat, and himself 
autocratic, would be no more acceptable than a Pope. 


Third—The priest and the confessional have no place in a 
democracy. They ure relics of medieval autocracy, and Ameri- 
can Catholics should be rid of them. Protestants are not alone 
in thinking this; thousands of Catholics never go to confessional, 
if we can at all trust facts of common knowledge to most of us. 
The confessional is so utterly repugnant to the American con- 
ception of the relation of man to man, the equality of rights and 


powers of all men, that it seems like blasphemy for one man to 
assume to forgive the sins of another man or a woman. Ameri- 
can Catholics should abandon this farce if they wish to have 
the respect of the American people. 


THANKS TO POPE AND MILITANT PRELATES 


It is to be hoped that our Government and those of Great 
Britain and Canada will pay due heed to the Beatification of 
Oliver Plunket, in Rome, on St. Patrick’s Day, and the subse- 
quent apparently independent but parallel action taken a few 
days later by the Roman hierarchies of Quebec and ‘of Ireland, 
which are headed respectively by Cardinals Begin and Logue. 

The time selected for vigorous overt action by the two last- 
named Papal agents was when the German drive was at its height, 
and when any such action would be likely to count most heavily 
in favor of the Central Powers. 

Those comparatively few American citizens who have eyes 
to see the Papal Peril have good reason, however, to thank these 
foreign prelates of an alien creed for having given such practical 
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demonstration of the doctrine preached by the late Dr. Phelan, 
of St. Louis, in his notorious “to-Hell-with-the-Government” 
sermon, in June, 1912, quoted in our last issue, and the Beatifi- 
cation of Oliver Plunket by Pope Benedict XV on St. Patrick’s 
Day can well be taken as having given the cue to the openly 
pro-German Sinn Fein Irish as to his official attitude towards 
them and their cause. 

While we may hope that the eyes of some American non- 
Catholics may be opened in respect of the Vatican’s real attitude 
towards the Allies—and incidentally the United States—in the 
war, we may also anticipate that many American Catholics will 
also learn one or two new things about the Pope and his political 
purposes with regard to international politics. 

In spite of the fact that the Tablet referred to Dr. Bailey’s 
recent sermon as “wounding the tenderest susceptibilities of every 
Catholic in our diocese,” we do not believe the 5 per cent. of all 
the Catholic laity in any diocese in the country feel any personal 
interest in the political schemes of the Vatican or the Restora- 
tion of the Temporal Power. They have heard and read astutely 
worded. statements from all ranks of priests and officials of Cath- 
olic societies intended to convey the impression that Catholics 
took their religion from the Pope, and that the Church did not 
take part, as such, in politics. While there are, of course, many 
thousands of individuals who know better, the average Catholic 
layman—and woman—has, on the whole, taken these statements 
at their apparent face value, and to a large extent made the sen- 
timent their own. 

However uninformed on general international politics these 
people may be, they can hardly have failed to note: 

1. That Pope Benedict beatified a man convicted of treason 
against one of the Allies, and executed for that crime. 

2. That neither Cardinal Begin nor Cardinal Logue and their 
respective armies of priests would have taken the openly hostile 
action against all the Allies (represented by Canada and Great 
Britain) without the sanction of the Vatican. 

3. That the “infallible” Pope sanctions, within the dominions 
of the Allies (counting the United States as an Allied Power) 
diametrically opposite courses on the part of his high priests. 

4, That the only solution to this situation can be found in the 
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assumption that he puts the interests of the Vatican not only 
above those of any individual nation, but above those of the 
whole Allied Cause: that he is quite willing for the Catholics 
of Ireland and of Canada to be trampled upon like the Catholics 
of Belgium and France and Italy, if thereby the Temporal Power 
can be restored to him by the Central Powers. 

5. Some of them may even go a step farther and say—to 
themselves: If the Pope is willing to put Irish and Canadian 
Catholics under the Teuton heel for his own benefit, it is quite 
likely he would sacrifice us if he thought it would work for his 
own political aims. 

And he undoubtedly would. 

So that both non-Catholics who love our country and its free 
institutions and American Catholics should all be grateful to 
Pope and Prelates for their practical demonstration that their 
first principle of action is “Rome Over All.” 


A 


FATHER O’CONNOR AND THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
Letrer XII or Letrers To CarpINAL McCLoskKey. 

Sir—Next to Almighty God, the Virgin Mary, in your 
Church, is the most conspicuous and powerful of all heavenly 
beings. By a strange freak of superstition she has been put in 
the place of Jesus as the mediator between God and man. Nearly 
every Roman Catholic wears the scapular in her honor, and all 
devoutly pray to her whenever they are impelled to ask special 
favors from Heaven. 

Now, the Bible tells us that Jesus is the only mediator. All 
Protestants know this; but Roman Catholics do not know it, 
because they do not read the Bible. In every Roman Catholic 
church an altar is specially dedicated to her, and over it is 
usually a statue representing a beautiful woman. A gilded crown 
and mantle of lace embellish the cold marble features that the 
people look upon with so much reverence. Intelligent Roman 
Catholics feel very sore when taunted with the worship of Mary. 
They deny it and say that they only ask her to intercede with 
God for them. They imagine she has nothing else to do but to 
present to the Almighty the prayers they so glibly utter before 
her statue or picture. The language of eulogy fails to describe 
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the titles your Church has imposed upon the Virgin Mary. She 


is the “mother of God,” the “queen of heaven,” the “refuge of 
sinners,” etc., etc. 


But “Holy Mary, Mother of God,” is her chief title. I have 
‘fiten wondered why it is that as your Church gave Almighty God 


a mother, you did not also give Him a grandmother, cousins, 
uncles and aunts. 


How Romanism is permeated by the superstitions and forms 

f paganism may be seen by comparing the teachings of Jesus 
in regard to prayer with the teachings of your Church on the 
ame subject. One of Father Hecker’s associates preaching 
recently in his church in this city said, as reported in all the 
Catholic papers: “Of all the devotions in use in the Church, the 
rosary, or beads, is perhaps the most salutary and indispensable. 
Let such of you, then, my brethren, as have neglected it, make 
up for your neglect without delay. Do not make the foolish 
excuse that you can read. Our Holy Father, the Pope, can read; 
but he says his beads. So do your bishops and priests. Follow, 
then, their example. Get a set of beads at once for yourself, and 
ive them blessed for yourself, so that you may receive the 
indulgences attached to them, which you will not have by bor- 
rowing other people’s. Then say them every day, if you have 
ime, or at least as often as you can. You can do nothing in the 
\ay of prayer more acceptable to God, or more efficacious to 
obtain grace for yourself and others.” What a rogue that priest is! 
He knows he is deceiving the poor Irish Catholics who believe 
such nonsense. God forgive him for not telling them to pray 
to Jesus! Saying the beads is a purely mechanical operation of 
unning the little beads that make up the rosary through the 
ingers and repeating “one Our Father and ten. Hail Marys” 
until all the decades are completed. Among the happy memo- 
ries Of my seminary life at Baltimore is the recitation of the 
‘heads” in the garden just before the spiritual exercises that 
seceded supper. In winter we said the beads in the prayer- 
ill, but when the pleasant spring-time came we adjourned to 
garden, and while walking up and down the broad avenue, 
repeated our beads mechanically, thinking very little about the 
yers we mumbled to the Virgin Mary, but a great deal about 
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the new life that we saw coming into existence in tree and shrub 
and cozy birds’ nests. Still the Virgin Mary was the central 
point of our devotions during those walks, as she is at all times 
the pivot on which the prayers of Roman Catholics every- 
where turn. 

Who is the Virgin Mary—this central figure to which all 
Roman Catholics direct their devotional gaze? In the first chap- 
ter of the Gospel according to St. Luke we have a history of 
the part that Mary took in the incarnation of the Son of God. 
She was the wife of a man named Joseph, a simple-minded, 
honest carpenter. While he was at work one day the angel 
Gabriel called at his house and said to his wife: “Hail, thou art 
highly favored, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among 
women.” (In the Roman Catholic prayer it is, “Hail, Mary, full 
of grace,” etc.) She heard the salutation incredulously, and 
when she was assured it was no dream, but a real message from 
God, she gave utterance to that glorious,“ Magnificat”: “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. He hath regarded the lowly estate of His handmaiden, 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.” 
When she showed signs of child-bearing Joseph became jealous. 
Sut he was appeased and the child was born in Bethlehem. Mary 
treasured in her heart all the things that happened, and took good 
care of the Child. When He was twelve years old Joseph and 
Mary took Him to the temple in Jerusalem according to the cus- 
tom of the Jews, and when He tarried there after they had set 
out for home they returned to look for Him, and found Him 
in the temple, teaching the doctors. From the Gospel record we 
know that Jesus lived with Joseph and Mary in their humble 
home in Nazareth, “growing in wisdom and stature.” Next we 
see Mary at the marriage at Cana, seeking to direct Him and re- 
ceiving this remarkable answer: “Woman, what have I to do 
with thee?’ Again, when it was told Him, while preaching to 
the people, that His mother and His brethren desired to speak 
with Him, He paid no attention to her, saying, “Who is My 
mother? * * And He stretched forth His hand toward His 
disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren! For 
whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in Heaven, 
the same is My brother, and sister, and mother” (Matthew xii, 
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48-50). Mary appears again at the foot of the Cross, and for 
the last time her name is mentioned in the first chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, wherein she is represented to us as being 
engaged in prayer with the other women and the disciples. 


This is the history of the Virgin Mary, a woman beloved of 
God as many other women have been, faithful and true in the 
discharge of her duties, caring for her Son as every mother does 
for her child, serving the Lord in her humble sphere, a model 
for all women. Yet what a heroine your Church makes of her! 


You tell the Roman Catholic people that she was taken up 
into Heaven on a certain day, but you do not specify in what year. 
There is no other authority for the statement that she was car- 
ried aloft by angels than the word of a Pope, who, being “infal- 
lible,” of course knows more about Heaven and the way to get 
there than the inspired writers of the sacred Scriptures. It is 
needless to add that the Bible tells us nothing about the assump- 
tion of Mary into Heaven. 


Yet you call upon the people to observe the day as a holiday 
of obligation, the same as Sunday. They must go to mass, and 
refrain from work of all kinds, except rum-selling, They must 


pray to Mary with unusual devotion to gain the indulgences that 
various Popes have attached to her feast. Novenas, or nine 
days’ special prayers, are previously offered to her, particularly 
hy young maidens who seek her patronage. Some of them ask 
for good husbands, and others ask that they may be married soon 
to any kind of husband. All, young and old, men and women, 
have some special favor to ask of Mary on this day. I doubt 
not but some of the saloonkeepers pray to her for an increase 
‘f business on the glorious feast of her assumption. It is a day 
of picnics with the various societies, sodalities and confraternities 
of every Roman Catholic Church. The Redeemer is dragged in 
a subordinate figure in the celebration. The tragedy of Calvary 
is supposed to be repeated in the mass in order that the glories 
of Mary may appear most conspicuous. Shame on your Church, 
Cardinal, thus to make a mockery of sacred things! Mary had 
her place on earth as the mother of the humanity of Jesus, and 
His faithful follower. But the Lord Jesus is alone the being to 
vhom Christians ought to pray, and when you cause sinners to 
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turn aside from Him and pray to some other person or thing, 
you are no better than an idolator. 


Those who say they do not worship Mary daily repeat ‘the 
prayer called “Salve Regina.” I translate it out of my Latin 
breviary, though it is to be found in all Catholic prayer-books, 
and there are special indulgences for everyone who devoutly says 
it. When you read it, I presume you will get one of these in- 
dulgences. If there be any good in them it is a charitable act 
to pass them around, and so I give all who care for such things 
an opportunity of gaining as much indulgence as they wish. 

Our Saviour said, when men pray it should be to “Our 
Father,” but your Church says prayer must be also offered in 
this wise: 


“Hail, Holy Queen! Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweet- 
ness and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor, banished children 
of Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs, mournings and weep- 
ings in this valley of tears. Turn, thengmost gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile is ended, 
show unto us the precious fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, 
© pious, O sweet Virgin Mary! Pray for us, O holy mother 


of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.” 

That prayer needs no comment. If you can find your way 
to Heaven by such means, I have no objection. But I ask the 
Roman Catholic people to judge for themselves whether it is 
better for them to pray to Mary or to Jesus. 


James A. O’Connor. 


SOLDIERS AND SAILORS’ REST CLUB 


Certain patriotic and philanthropic ladies are doing much 
excellent work for our soldiers and sailors by means of the 
Rest Club conducted by them in the Christ’s Mission building. 
Certain rooms not needed for mission work have been placed at 
their disposal by the Trustees, to be used as dormitories. These 
are quite fully occupied, especially on Saturday and Sunday 
nights. 


A fuller account of this work will appear in a later number 
of the Review. 
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The Gospel in the Douay (Catholic) Bible 


The copy of the Douay Bible used here was 
published by Iohu Murphy Company, Publish- 
ers, Baltimore, New York, Printers to the BHoly 
Seer. Bt bears the “Approbation” of Cardinal 
Gibbous, dated “Baltimore, Sept. 1, 1899,” in 
which His Eminence describes it as “an accurate 
reprint of the Rheims and Douay edition.” 


“Search the Scriptures, for you think 
iu them ta have life everlasting; and the 
same are they that give testimony of me.”"— 
Jahn wv, 39. 


Tue ATTITUDE OF Jesus Towarps CATHOLICS, 

In the year 1886 the Rev. Edward Bouverie Pusey, D.D., 
Regius Professor of Hebrew and Canon of Christ Church, Ox- 
ford, published a book, entitled “An Eirenicon,” for the purpose 
of paving the way for a reconciliation between the Anglican 
Church and the Roman Church. 

On pages 102-103 occurs the following passage: 


M. Olier, founder of the Seminary’ of St. Sulpice [where 
Father O’Connor was educated for the priesthood], said, “The 
intention of the Church is, that we seek Jesus Christ in His 
saints; and we are much more sure of finding Him in His saints, 
for instance, in the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, St. John, St. Peter, 
than when we seek Him immediately and of ourselves. We are 





142 THE PROTESTANT REVIEW 


very unworthy to draw near unto Jesus, and He has a right to 
repulse [rebuter] us, because of His justice, since, having entered 
into all the feelings of His Father from the time of His blessed 
Resurrection, He finds Himself in the same disposition with the 
Father towards sinners, i. e., to reject them; so that the diffi- 
culty is to induce Him to exchange the office of Judge for that 
of Advocate, and, of a Judge, to make Him a suppliant. Now 
this is what the saints effect, and especially the most Blessed 
Virgin.” (Italics Dr. Pusey’s.) 

No more atrocious libel upon both God the Father and God 
the Son was ever penned, as can be plainly demonstrated from 
the Douay Bible itself: For God so loved the world, as to give 
his only begotten Son; that whosoever believeth in him, may not 
perish, but may have life everlasting. 

For God sent not his Son into the world, to judge the world, 
but that the world may be saved by him.—John iii, 16, 17. 

For the rest, brethren, rejoice, be perfect, take exhortation, 
be of one mind, have peace; and the God of peace and of love 
shall be with you.—2 Corinthians xiii, 11. 

He that shall overcome shall possess these things, and I will 
be his God; and he shall be my son.—Apocalypse xxi, 7. 

There is no other God like the God of the rightest: he that is 
mounted upon the heaven is thy helper —Deuteronomy xxxiii, 26. 

God, his way is immaculate, the word of the Lord is tried 
by fire: he is the shield of all that trust in him.—2 Kings xxii, 31. 

God who hath girded me with strength, and made my way 
perfect—2 Kings xxii, 33. 

He [God] shall deliver the poor out of his distress, and shall 
open his ear in affliction—Job xxxvi, 15. 

Be thou unto me a God, a protector, and a house of refuge, 
lo save me.—Psalm xxx (Inte, Domine, speravi), 3. 

Blessed be the Lord, for he hath shown his wonderful mercy 
to me ina fortified city—Psalm xxx, 22. 

Thou art my refuge from the trouble which hath encom- 
passed me: my joy, deliver me from them that surround me.— 
Psalm xxxi (Beati quorum), 7. 


I sought the Lord, and he heard me; and he delivered me 


from all my troubles—Psalm xxxiii (Benedicam Dominum), 5: 
and the next verse reads: 
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Come ye to him and be enlightened: and your faces shall 
not be confounded. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him: and saved him 
out of all his troubles. 

None of these Old Testament writers found any difficulty 
in approaching God the Father direct; and they also wrote from 
experience when they told results attained by their prayers. Now 
let us see, what the Douay Bible has to say about Jesus Christ 
and His attitude towards sinners. 

Jesus CHRIST, YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY; AND THE SAME 
FOR EVER.—Hebrews xiii, 8. 

Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the Kingdom: and healing all manner 
of sickness and every infirmity, among the people—Matthew 
iv, 23. 

Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and you shall find: 
knock, and it shall be opened to you.—Matthew vii, 7. 

Behold, a leper came and adored him, saying: Lord, if thou 
wilt, thau canst make me clean. And Jesus stretching forth his 
hand, touched him, saying I will, be thou made clean. And 
forthwith his leprosy was cleansed.—Matthew viii, 2. 3. 

Come to me, all you that labour, and are burdened, and I will 
refresh you. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, because 
! am meek, and humble of heart: and you shall find rest to your 
ouls—Matthew xi, 28, 29. 

Whosoever shall do the will of my Father, that is in heaven, 
he is my brother, and sister, and mother—Matthew xii, 50. 

And he coming forth saw a great multitude, and had compas- 
sion on them, and healed their sick—Matthew xiv, 14. 


Then Jesus answering, said to her: O woman, great is thy 
faith: be it done to thee as thou wilt; and her daughter was 
‘ured from that hour.—Matthew xv, 28. 


The Son of man also is not come to be ministered unto, but 
‘o minister, and to give his life a redemption for many.—Mark 
X, a 

Therefore I say unto you, all things, whatsoever you ask when 
ve pray, believe that you shall receive; and they shall come unto 
you.—Mark xi, 24. ; 
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The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. Wherefore he hath an- 
ointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to 
heal the contrite of heart, To preach deliverance to the captives, 
and sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of reward. 


And he began to say to them: This day is fulfilled this scrip- 
ture in your ears.—Luke xiv, 18, 19, 21. 

This is a good place to stop. As between “the intention of 
the Church,” quoted above, and the text of the Catholic Bible 
approved by Cardinal Gibbons, let every pious Catholic who reads 
this put the matter of personal dealing with Christ for the for- 
giveness of the sins of the past, and deliverance from the domin- 
ion of sin for the present and the future, to the acid test of prac- 


tice, and he will soon enjoy the light and liberty of the children 
of God. 


ITALIAN PRESBYTERIANISM IN THE ARMY 

The proportion of volunteers and draftees for the United 
States Army from our missions compares very favorably with 
the proportion of young men in the army from the American 
churches. Sons of several of our ministers have enlisted, being 
eager to do all they can for their country. There are interesting 


stories of our people in connection with the war. One instance 
is that of a young Italian, who was converted several years ago 
and has eagerly worked among his people as a layman. He en- 
listed in the army, and was sent to Washington, where very soon 
he attracted the attention of his superiors on account of his 
fine Christian life and his exceptionally good influence upon his 
fellow soldiers. The colonel wrote to the presbytery to which 
this young man belonged, asking them to ordain him to the 
ministry, since he would make an excellent chaplain. The pres- 
bytery decided to license him to preach, his education being 
insufficient for ordination to the ministry. He was at once 
detailed as assistant chaplain in his regiment, and is now in 
France. The last letter received from him by the Superintend- 
ent of Missions of that presbytery included his will—bequeath- 
ing all his property and insurance to his presbytery in case he 
should die. He happens to be a close relative of a late premier 
of Italy—Rev. V. Losa, D.D., in Home Mission Monthly, 
March, 1918. 
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PUBLIC FUNDS AND SECTARIAN INSTITUTIONS 
AN IMPORTANT DECISION. 


The New York Times, Feb. 19, 1918, contains the following 
account of a recent decision by the Supreme Court of Illinois: 
“In Dunn against Chicago Industrial School for Girls, 117 N. E. 
735, decided by the Supreme Court of Illinois, it was ‘held that 
payment by a county to an incorporated Catholic school under 
the control and management of the Roman Catholic Church was 
not in violation of the State Constitution forbidding any appro- 
priation in aid of any sectarian purpose to help support any 
school or academy controlled by any church, where the payment 
is an amount less than the costs for care, attention and training 
for Catholic girls committed to the school by the juvenile court. 
“It appeared that the institution was conducted by a religious 
order of the Roman Catholic Church and there was allowed 
to it for each girl child sent to it $15 a month; that the cost 
of such care in State training schools was $28.88 per capita per 
month; that this Catholic school had adequate facilities for giv- 
ing the care and attention agreed to be given, and the State Board 
issued to it a certificate of competency. The court rejected the 
contention that wards could not be committed to institutions 
where religious doctrines are taught, and said: 


“*The constitutional prohibition against furnishing aid 
and preference to any church or sect is to be rigidly en- 
forced, but it is contrary to fact and reason to say that 
paying less than the actual cost of clothing, medical care, 
and attention, education and training in useful arts and 
domestic sciences is aiding the institution where such things 


” 


are furnished.’ 


The “Northwestern Christian Advocate” is one of the few 
religious papers of the country that seem to be awake to the 
law-defying activities of the Roman hierarchy, and its issue of 
April 11, 1917, contained an important article about the immense 
sums of money paid out by officials in Chicago and Cook County, 
Ill., to Roman Catholic institutions in defiance of Article VIII, 


Section 3, of the Constitution of the State of Illinois, which reads 
thus: 
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“Neither the General Assembly nor any county, city, town, 
township, school district or other public corporation shall ever 
make any appropriation, or pay from any public fund whatever, 
anything in aid of any Church or sectarian purpose, or help 
support or sustain any school, academy, seminary, college, uni- 
versity or other literary or scientific institution, controlled by 
any Church or sectarian denomination whatever; nor shall any 
grant or donation of land, money or other personal property be 
made by the state or any such public corporation to any Church 
or for any sectarian purpose.” In 1888 the Supreme Court of 
Illinois, in the case known as 125 Illinois, decided that money 
paid to “institutions * * * under control * * * of a Church 
* * * is paid in aid of a Church.” In the-same decision the 
court held that if the teachings of an institution are in accord 
with the tenets of some one Church to the exclusion of others, 
the institution is sectarian. 

In spite of this plain language of the constitution and of 
the Supreme Court immense sums of public money have been 
voted and paid by officials in Chicago and Cook County for many 
years to certain sectarian institutions. Part of this has been 
done with the apparent sanction of law. Two laws passed in 
1879 and 1883 are responsible for much of the difficulty. These 
laws permit schools incorporated under them to receive public 
funds for the care of dependent children committed to them 
by the courts, and are perhaps constitutional. The unconsti- 
tutional thing was done when public money was appropriated 
and paid to sectarian schools incorporated under these acts. 
Such schools are not mentioned, but evidently were in the minds 
of the framers of the acts, and it was undoubtedly expected 
that they would incorporate under the acts. And two Romanist 
schools did so incorporate—the St. Mary’s School within two 
months and the Chicago Industrial School within six years after 
the passage of the respective enabling acts. And without doubt 
these schools have been receiving public money ever since, the 
amount reaching $36,000 for the year 1911. 

(To be continued.) 


Whenever an automobile owner sees a picture of a saint with 
a nimbus above his head he thinks the subject of the portrait is 
taking along an extra tire —Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
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THE VATICAN THE ENEMY OF DEMOCRACY 


It is dqubtful if in the whole line of Popes there have been 
more bitter or outspoken enemies of “democracy”—in the sense 
in which President Wilson has used the word in his official utter- 
ances with regard to the Great War—than the last three who 
preceded Pope Benedict X V—Pius IX, Leo XIII and Pius X. 

We propose to give the text of some of their pronouncements 
bearing upon various forms of civil and religious liberty, in order 
that the readers of this magazine may not be misled by any of 
the curious statements made by priests of various ranks, Papal 
organs and certain laymen who allow the priests to use them as 
megaphones. 

Our first series of citations is quoted from The Papal Syllabus 
of Errors of Pope Pius IX, 1864. 

They are taken from “The Vatican Decrees in their Bearing 
on Civil Allegiance,” by the Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. 
New York, Harper & Brothers, 1875. 

immediately under the caption appears this note in brackets: 
“This document, though issued by the soie authority of Pope 
Pius IX, Dec. 8, 1864, must be regarded now as infallible, even 


without the formal sanction of the Vatican Council. It is purely 
negative, but indirectly it teaches and enjoins the very opposite 
of what it condemns as error.” 


The whole document consists of eighty propositions which 
are condemned, and they are arranged in groups, each of which 
has a separate title. 

3efore each Proposition read: “It is an error to believe that” 
(whatever idea is stated in the Proposition) 

The first paragraph of all reads: 

“The Syllabus of the principal errors of our time, which 
are stigmatized in the Consistorial Allocutions, Encyclicals and 
other Apostolical Letters of our Most Holy Father, Pope 
Pius IX.” 

Section V is entitled, “Errors Concerning the Church and 
Her Rights,” and Prop. 19 reads: 


The Church is not a true, and perfect, and entirely free 
society, nor does she enjoy peculiar and perpetual rights con- 
ferred upon her by her Divine Founder, but it appertains to the 
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civil power to define what are the rights and limits within which 
the Church may exercise authority. 

20. The ecclesiastical power must not exercise its au- 
thority without the permission and assent of the civil gov- 
ernment. 

21. The Church has not the power of defining dog- 
matically that the religion of the Catholic Church is the 
only true religion. 

22. The obligation which binds Catholic teachers and 
authors applies only to those things which are proposed 
for universal belief as dogmas of the faith, by the infallible 
judgment of the Church. 

23. The Roman Pontiffs and ecumenical Councils have 
exceeded the limits of their power, have usurped the rights 
of princes and have even committed errors in defining mat- 
ters of faith and morals. 

24. The Church has not the power of availing herself 
of force, or any direct or indirect temporal power. 

25. In addition to the authority inherent in the Epis- 
copate, a further and temporal power is granted to it by 
the civil authority, either expressly or tacitly, which power 
is on that account also revocable by the civil authority 
whenever it pleases. 

2%. The ministers of the Church, and the Roman 
Pontiff, ought to be absolutely excluded from all charge and 
dominion over temporal affairs. 

29. Dispensations granted by the Roman Pontiffs must 
be considered null, unless they have been asked for by the 
civil government. 

30. The immunity of the Church and of ecclesiastical 
persons derives its origin from civil law. 

31. Ecclesiastical courts for temporal causes of the 
clergy, whether civil or criminal, ought by all means to be 
abolished, either without the concurrence and against the 
protest of the Holy See. 

32. The personal immunity exonerating the clergy from 
military service may be abolished, without violation either of 
natural right or progress, especially in a community consti- 
tuted upon principles of liberal government. 
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33. It does not appertain exclusively to ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, by any right, proper and inherent, to direct the 
teaching of theological subjects. 

36. The definition of a national council does not admit 
of any subsequent discussion, and the civil power can 
regard as settled an affair decided by such national council. 


Under Section VI, “Errors About Civil Society, Considered 
Both in Itself and in Its Relation to the Church,” we find these: 


39. The commonwealth is the origin and source of all 
rights, and possesses rights which are not circumscribed by 
any limits. 

40. The teaching of the Church is opposed to the well- 
being and interests of society. 

41. The civil power, even when exercised by an unbe- 
lieving sovereign, possesses an indirect and negative power 
over religious affairs. 

42. In the case of conflicting laws between the two 
powers, the civil law ought to prevail. 

43. The civil power has a right to break, to declare and 
render null the conventions (commonly called Concordats) 
concluded with the Apostolic See, relative to the use of 
rights appertaining to the ecclesiastical immunity, without 
the consent of the Holy See, and even contrary to its protest. 

44. The civil authority may interfere in matters 
relating to religion, morality and spiritual government. 
Hence it has control over the instructions for the guidance 
of consciences issued, conformably with their mission, by 
the pastors of the Church. Further, it possesses power to 
decree, in the matter of administering the divine sacraments, 
as to the dispositions necessary for their reception. 

45. The entire direction of public schools, in which the 
youths of Christian states are educated, except (to a certain 
extent) in the case of episcopal seminaries, may and must 
appertain to the civil power, and belong to it so far that no 
other authority whatsoever shall be recognized as having any 
right to interfere in the discipline of the schools, the arrange- 
ment of the studies, the taking of degrees, or the choice and 
approval of the teachers. 
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46. Much more, even in clerical seminaries, the method 
of study to be adopted is subject to the civil authority. 

47. The best theory of civil society requires that popu- 
lar schools open to the children of all classes, and, gen- 
erally, all public institutes intended for instruction in letters 
and philosophy, and for conducting the education of the 
young, should be freed from all ecclesiastical authority, gov- 
ernment and interference, and should be fully subject to the 
civil and political power, in conformity with the will of 
rulers and the prevalent opinions of the age. 

54. Kings and princes are not only exempt from the 
jurisdiction of the Church, but are superior to the Church, 
in litigated questions of jurisdiction. 

55. The Church ought to be separated from the State, 
and the State from the Church. 


LETTER TO THE TRUSTEES 


Gentlemen: 


As I am entrusted with $20 from a dear sister in the Lord, to 
forward to Christ’s Mission, without the donator’s name, I here- 
with enclose check for said amount, trusting it will be used to the 
glory of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who has not 
only saved us but kept us, and shall present us faultless before 
the Father in glory. And while on the way He is gladdening our 
hearts and fitting us with new vigor through His dear servants. 

We are glad to have among us our dear brother Eli M. 
Eriksen, the director of Christ’s Mission, whom we have learned 
to love so dearly, who has with great blessing been lecturing and 
preaching the Word of God in the Holy Spirit and power to 
many souls’ salvation, and to great uplifting and encouragement 
for the children of God; backsliders have returned to the Father’s 
house; lukewarm ones have been made burning, and half-hearted 
have yielded and become consecrated through his never-fainting 
zeal for the Master and love to the lost. We have had meetings 
till after 11 o’clock at most times and some days he has been 
preaching two hours and over, three times a day, besides traveling 
long distances to the meetings. The 27th of March we had him 
with us in Christ’s Home for Homeless and Destitute Children, 
at Warminster, Pa., where Brother Eriksen preached twice, as it 
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was an all-day meeting, and even there the power of God was 
manifested to salvation and to great rejoicing to the children of 
God. To Him be all the honor and glory! 

Josepn V. LINDGREN. 


THE STORY OF MY LIFE 


BY ELI M. ERIKSEN, CHRIST'S MISSION. 
(Continued from the April issue of THE PROTESTANT REVIEW.) 

While in Broughty Ferry, I wrote my late Superior Brother, 
Benedict, at Dumfries, also my Father Confessor, asking for 
references for the time I had spent with them, also for the 
nurse’s certificate I had brought with me from Denmark, as it 
was impossible to obtain a situation without reference, as 
merely telling the people that I came from a monastery would 
give the monks ample opportunities to boycott and persecute me 
in ever obtaining a post of any sort. No answer was obtained 
regarding the above, but a letter enclosing an envelope was ad- 
dressed to the General Superior at our Mother House in Youlisco, 
in Italy, asking same to apply to the Sacred Congregation in 
Rome for dispensation of my vows, having run away without 
release from same; for I had no intention to ask for dispensa- 
tion of the Pope of Rome for vows I had made to God, although 
I had run away from the monastery and Superior and man- 
made rules of the way of salvation. In my case I meant to be 
a religious man, whether I was inside or outside the monastery. 
I wished to live in obedience to God rather than to man. I 
wished to seek the Kingdom of God and to be pure in spirit. I 
wished to live pure in the Spirit, because “Blessed are they,” 
said the Lord. I wished to live the life of the Bride of Christ 
in holiness and purity through the blood, and I was persuaded 
that God is the same outside monasteries as well as inside and 
able to keep that which I had committed unto Him against that 
day. My God was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—not a 
hand-made wafer God, consecrated by the priest and hidden 
away in the tabernacle. For thus said the prophet, “There are 
no gods made by hand for superstition and idols.” 


In return came a letter telling me that on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Mother 
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of God (?), the-patron saint of our order, the curse according 
to the Council of Trent was pronounced upon me as a heretic 
at the mother house on that occasion. 

The altar is draped in black, with six yellow candles lighted 
on the super-altar, the altar boys are vested in black cassocks 
and white surplices, with cross and candles; the priests have black 
cassocks, white surplices and black stoles, with white crosses on 
them; the bishop is vested in purple cassock, plain white rochet, 
black stole and black cope, and white mitre on his head and 
staff in his hand; there is a coffin on a bier in the body of the 
church as if for a funeral. As the curse is pronounced the bell 
is rung, the book is closed, and the candles are extinguished. 
The bell tolls for the dead soul, the book is closed, to show how 
they by that power have shut Heaven, and the lights are put out 
to let the poor people see how the light of faith and God’s grace 
is extinguished from the souls of those who are cursed by Rome. 

The following is a copy of the excommunication or 

Curse OF RoME. 


sy the authority of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and the undefiled Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and all 
the celestial virtues, Angels, Archangels, Thrones, Dominions, 
Powers, Cherubim and Seraphim, and all of the Holy Patri- 
archs, Prophets, and of all the Apostles, Evangelists, of the Holy 
Innocents who in the sight of the Holy Lamb are found worthy 
to sing the new songs of the Holy Martyrs, and Holy Confessors, 
and of the Holy Virgins, and of all Saints, together with the 
Holy Elect of God—may he, Eli M. Eriksen, be damned. 

We excommunicate and anathematize him, and from the 
threshold of the Holy Church of God Almighty we sequester 
him, that he may be tormented, despised, and be delivered over 
with Dathan and Abiram, and with those who say unto the 
Lord, “Depart from us, for we desire none of thy ways;” as a 
fire is quenched with water, so let the light of him be put out 
for evermore, unless it shall repent him and make satisfaction. 
Amen! 
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May the Father, who created man, curse him !—May the Son, 
who suffered for us, curse him!—May the Holy Ghost, who 
suffered for us in baptism, curse him!—May the Holy Cross 
which Christ, for our salvation, triumphing over his enemies, 
ascended, curse him! 

May the Holy and Eternal Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
curse him!—May St. Michael, the advocate of the Holy souls, 
curse him !—May all the Angels, Principalities, and Powers, and 
all Heavenly Armies, curse him! 

May the praiseworthy multitude of Patriarchs and Prophets 
curse him! 

May St. John the Precursor, and St. John the Baptist, and 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, and St. Andrew, and all other of Christ’s 
Apostles together, curse him! and may the rest of the Disci- 
ples, and our Evangelists, who by their preaching converted the 
Universe, and the Holy and wonderful company of Martyrs and 
Confessors, who by their holy works are found pleasing to God 
Almighty, may the holy choir of Holy Virgins, who for the 
honor of Christ have despised things of the world, damn him! 
—May all the Saints, from the beginning of the world to everlast- 
ing age, who are found to be beloved of God, damn him! 

May he be damned wherever he be, whether in the house or 
in the stable, the garden or the field, or the highway or in the 
woods, or in the water or in the church; may he be cursed in 
living and dying! 

May he be cursed in eating or in drinking, in being hungry, 
in being thirsty, in fasting, in sleeping, in slumbering, in sitting, 
in waking, in resting, and in blood-letting! 

May he be cursed in all the faculties of his body! 

May he be cursed inwardly and outwardly; may he be cursed 
in his brains and in his vortex, in his temples, in his eyebrows, 
in his cheeks, in his jaw bones, in his nostrils, in his teeth and 
grinders, in his lips, in his throat, in his shoulders, in his arms, 
to his fingers! 

May he be damned in his mouth, in his breast, in his heart 
and purtenances, down to the very stomach! 

May he be cursed in his reins and in his groins, in his thighs, 
in his genitals, and in his hips, and in his knees, his legs and feet, 
and his toe-nails! 

May he be cursed in all his joints, and articulation of his 
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members; from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot 
may there be no soundness! 

May the Son of the living God, with all the glory of His majesty, 
curse him! And may Heaven, with all the powers that move 
therein, rise up against him, and curse and damn him, unless he 
repent and make satisfaction! 

Amen! So be it! Be it so! Amen! 

At these words the Bishop who pronounces the curse extin- 
guishes two burning tapers which he holds in his hand, with the 
following imprecation : 

“T adjure thee, Satan, and all thy companions, that just as 
these candles are extinguished in my hands, thou likewise ex- 
tinguish and take from him the light of his eyes; unless he 
repent and make entire amends and satisfaction. Amen! Amen!” 

Not only was I cursed by book, bell and candle, but I find 
that also those who assisted me in my escape from the snare of 
the Pope are cursed and damned with Cain, Dathan and Judas. 
This is the curse upon them: 


CursE PRONOUNCED Upon THoseE Who Assist To ESCAPE. 
‘By the authority of Almighty God and of His holy 


Apostles Peter and Paul, we solemnly forbid, under the curse 
of Anathema, that anyone draw away these present virgins, or 
holy nuns, from the divine service to which they have devoted 
themselves under the banner of chastity; or that anyone purloin 
their goods or be a hindrance to their possessing them unmolested. 
But if anyone shall dare to attempt such a thing, let him be ac- 
cursed at home and abroad; accursed in the city, and in the field ; 
accursed in waking and sleeping; accursed in eating and drink- 
ing; accursed in walking and sitting; accursed in his flesh and 
his bones; and from the sole of his foot ts the crown of his head 
let him have no soundness. Come upon him the malediction 
which by Moses in the Law of the Lord hath been laid on the 
sons of iniquity. Be his name blotted out from the book of the 
living, and not be written with the righteous. His portion and 
inheritance be with Cain the fratricide, with Dathan and Abiram, 
with Ananias and Sapphira, with Simon the sorcerer, and Judas 
the traitor; and with those who have said to God, ‘Depart from 
us, we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways.’ Let him perish 
in the day of Judgment; and let everlasting fire devour him with 
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the devil and his angels unless he make restitution and come to 
amendment. So be it, so be it.”—‘Pontifical Romanum,” p. 223 
(from Foye’s Romish Rites). 

With this curse upon me, and facing mountains of difficulties, 
I was longing to pour out my heart full of that bitter experience 
from behind the wall of the monastery that we might obtain a 
reform of those “heavenly places,” and also warn the young men 
and women from ever being entrapped into those houses of bond- 
age and slavery. Last but not least, to stir up Catholic parents 
not to send their children to those institutions while yet of a ten- 
der age, as the child can never complain to any outsider, not 
even to father or mother, if he would like to return home again. 

My friends in Dundee told me to be careful and rather thank 
God for my freedom and say nothing about the past, as Dundee 
had been the scene of what Rome was able to do in years past, 
when attacked by another ex-monk on her false doctrines and 
monastic life. “Leave them alone,” said my friends; “you are 
free.” But the fact is, I was not entirely free; there was much 
to be freed from and much from which to break away. I was 
free in my soul by the power of the blood, but the fear of what 
Rome could do took hold upon me, and I listened more or less 
to the voice of my friends until God had finished the work within 
me. I was saved by grace through faith, sanctified and baptized 
by His Spirit; the fear of what Rome could do had to go, and 
the commission, “Go and tell,” was given me from above, after 
a long and painful year of sorrow and suffering in the desert 
with God. Meanwhile, let us get back to Broughty Ferry and see 
what was the next step to be taken. 

Believing that in London, the greatest city of the world, I 
might more easily find work to do, I left Dundee with that hope, 
but found everywhere the same difficulty; I had no reference as 
to my character or qualification as a nurse, as my Superior in 
Dumfries had withheld all my papers and certificates. Truly I 
can say that Rome is a lamb in adversity, a fox in equality, a wolf 
in prosperity, ready to do anything to suit her own purpose. I 
sought employment from hospital to hospital, and also visited the 
Sisters of Charity in Queen’s Square. I was directed from there 
to Twyford Abbey, an institution under the Alexian Brothers of 
Germany. . 

(To be continued.) 
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HOW WE LIVE * * * AND DIE * * * IN COLOMBIA 


BY MAUDE NEWELL WILLIAMS. 
WHEN THE PLAGUE CAME. 


It was morning, and the warm dawn was already turning into 
a day of breathless heat when two men came inquiring for the 
missionary. 

“We are Bohemians—gypsies. We come the long way from 
Bogota, going toward Caracas. When we reached this city, 
two days ago, our old father had caught a sickness. That night 
he died, and there he lies, unburied. We are not Catholics, and 
because of that we may not enter the cemetery. We have no 
money, and so we cannot buy the right of burial. We come to 
you. What are you going to do about it?” 

“Where is the body of your father?” 

“Tt is at the inn of Misia Elvira.” 

“In a public inn, and unburied after two nights and a day?” 

“Even so. What can we do?” 

“Do you not know that the law in these cities demands that 
all corpses shall be put away within twenty-four hours of death? 
You say that he died of a sickness that he caught? Where did 
he catch it? Did you call a doctor?” 

“A doctor, is it, Sefior? And where do we get the money? 
It was a sickness—a vomiting, a screaming, a sinking. He was 
dead quite suddenly. Neither was there time for a doctor.” 

“Doubtless there are people eating at this inn?’ 

“Constantly. There are many men.” 

“Probably your father lies in the same room where they eat?” 

“It is so. There is only one room. How is it possible to 
have another?” 

“Follow me. We go at once to the Mayor. It is he that 
must order your father buried, and that without money.” 

* * * 

Thus it came. 

Within the week a weazened child stood at the door begging 
money to make up the sum demanded by the priests of even 
the most poverty-pinched for the privilege of burial in the pub- 
lic cemetery, owned by the community, but controlled by the 
Church. 

“The mother lies dead of the sickness,” she pleaded. “But 
give me ten pesos—five pesos, that I may secure her burial. Two 
hundred pesos are necessary to procure the opening of the great 
iron gates at the cemetery. The blessing of the Church and the 
favor of the Holy Mother will ever be upon you if you will 
give me a few pesos. My mother lies dead. There is no one else.” 

Two hours later a servant girl minced into the patio—a girl 
so bestarched that her full dress stood out around her like hoop- 
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skirts, and her ruddy skin assumed a ghastly hue beneath the 
powdered starch lying thick upon her face. 

“La Seitora Enriqueta sends to you many greetings, Sejiora 
Americana, and prays the Virgin that all will be well with you 
and your family. She begs that you will do to her the great 
favor of sending her a little bunch—oh, ever so little!—of the 
magnolia blooms from your patio. The daughter of her brother, 
Don Alejandro, has died of the sickness. She needs flowers, 
white flowers.” 

* * * 

Our city lies upon a sloping plain, slipping down towards the 
deep gullies that hem it in upon two sides. These were doubtless 
river-beds in the far-away past, when the city was founded. 
At the bottom of the perpendicular sides which line these narrow 
ravines lies all the year round slimy, putrid water, mosquito- 
breeding. These holes naturally become the dumping-place for 
whatever garbage is gathered up in a city of 30,000 inhabitants, 
which has no sewerage system, no water system. Myriads of 
flies hover about. 

Did you ever stop to think how many flies, ants, beetles, 
cockroaches, spiders, scorpions—insects of every description and 
sort—there would be in the United States if they never froze 
out in the Winter season? That will give an idea of the num- 
ber we have in the tropics all the year round. Of some kinds, 


the fathers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers are ever with us. 
They never freeze (Alas!) 


* 


We lived at the siden end of the city, pushed down to the 
edge of the “broken-off place.” A few feet in front of us, across 
the thread of street, skulked a miserable hut, trying to hide its 
filthy face from the sight of its neighbors, respectable houses 
of the well-to-do, by slinking back into a littered, wall-enclosed 
door-yard. 

Here dwelt a woman, perhaps forty-five years of age, but 
quite seventy in appearance. With her, in the one room and the 
evil-smelling yard about it, lived four donkeys, six goats, a sheep, 
a cow, two cats, three turkeys and a score of other fowls, be- 
sides a monkey and two parrots. All of the menagerie was half- 
starved, which fact may account for the constant din of rasp- 
ing noises that issued from the place by day and night. 

Here, too, a young man, the son of the woman, had his home. 
He was employed by the butchers to carry the meat to the mar- 
ket-place. Every morning at three o’clock the slaughtering takes 
place just outside the city limits—pitifully near them, in fact, 
and this is “hot country.” But there are always the buzzards, 
which no man may kill. Thank God, there are always the buz- 
zards! Without them life would be death in the tropics. 
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The meat is hacked into chunks, loaded into five-gallon 
Standard Oil cans, strapped upon donkeys and despatched to 
the market-place. Long stalls, with poles behind with hooks 
supporting the meat and shelves in ‘front, over which to sell it, 
run down a block in the centre of the city. These stalls are 
roofed but not enclosed by walls; there is no floor other than the 
hard, trampled earth. Hour after hour, day after day, year after 
year, thousands of feet tread this dirt around the stalls and 
clouds of fine dust settle upon the warm, bleeding meat. 

(To be continued.) 


TO A GENEROUS PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN 
No. II. 


John Smith [name fictitious], 261 Broadway, 
said in his letter to ex-Judge O’Brien: 

“T am sending you a check for $1,000 because 
I cannot evade my responsibility as a Protestant 
Christian to the young Catholic Christians fighting 
in the vast army for God and democracy across the 
waters.”—New York “Times,” March 17, 1918. 


Dear Sir: 


Last month I began to direct your attention to important 
differences between the religious teaching of the Roman Church 
and that of which you are doubtless an honored and earnest 
member, beginning with its attitude towards the Bible. 

I would like now to refer to another important difference. 
Your Church doubtless believes “in the forgiveness of sins,” 
in a sense that a man can know that he has been “converted” 
—has, by a personal transaction between himself and Jesus Christ, 
been delivered from the guilt of all the sins of his past life up 
to the time of the act of faith by which he laid hold of his share 
of the work of atonement wrought by Jesus Christ on the Cross 
for all men—once for all, and has become “a new creature.” 
The result is that the man has been transformed from a rebel 
against the Divine government into a child of God—one of the 
family of whom our Saviour is the Elder Brother. I doubt not 
this is your personal experience, although you might not, per- 
haps, express it in just this language. 

Such teaching has no place in the Roman theology. It is 
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true that the Roman Catholics are told that Christ died for them 
on the Crdss; but as there is no salvation outside their Church, 
of course the death of Christ does not avail for all men. More 
than that, the anger of God is still so hot against them for hav- 
ing, by their sins, caused the death of His Son, that “the un- 
bloody sacrifice” of the Mass must still be offered up every day 
to appease His wrath, and the teaching of the attitude of Christ 
Himself finds expression on pp. 141-2 of this issue. Therefore the 
most pious Catholic (so far as his teaching goes) lives in con- 
stant fear of the wrath of God, in spite of all his confessions, 
absolutions and penances. Still further, too, the sacrifice of 
Christ Himself does not fully avail even for him, because he 
must, even if he die “in a state of grace,” and after receiving 
the last rites of the Church, spend an unknown number of years 
in “Purgatory”—the pains of which are little, if any, less than 
those of Hell itselfi—before he can finally reach Heaven. 

So that if he fulfils every possible requirement of his Church, 
he is always kept under the fear of unforgiven sin—so far as 
God is concerned, and at the end of life has, for practical pur- 
poses, little better prospects than you or any other heretic. 

Should, however, any Catholic read in my copy of the Douay 
version of the Bible (approved by Cardinal Gibbons) the eighth 
chapter of Romans, and verse 16, “The Spirit himself giveth 
testimony to our spirit? that we are the sons of God,” and find 
comfort in the thought that a man can know himself to be recon- 
ciled to God, he will find this footnote to that verse: “By the 
inward motions of divine love, and the peace of conscience, which 
the children of God experience, they have a kind of testimony 
of God’s favour; by which they are much strengthened in their 
hope of justification and salvation: but yet not so as to pretend 
to an absolute assurance: which is not usually granted in this 
mortal life: during which we are taught to ‘work out our sal- 
vation with fear and trembling’ (Phil. 2: 12). And that he that 
thinketh himself to stand, must take heed lest he fall.” (1 Cor. 
10: 12. See also Rom. 11: 20, 21, 22).” 

And these “notes” being the voice of the Church, to which 
the Catholic is taught the interpretation of the Scriptures has 
been committed to God, are of equal authority with the text of 
the Bible itself. 
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What joy or peace, my dear Sir, would you find in such a 
religion as this? Is it not in reality one that offers no peace or 
security of soul in this life, and nothing in the next, for the 
average man, but an indefinite period of indescribable suffering ? 

I mention these things, Sir, in order to arouse your sym- 
pathy for these fellow-citizens of yours and mine, in order that 
you may be inspired with a desire to place before them the bless- 
ings of the New Testament Gospel that doubtless prove so 
precious to yourself every day of your life. 

Yours, for the enlightenment of the Catholic peoples, 


FIELD GLASS. 
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